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SUB J : NEW PRO-RECTOR OF CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY APPOINTED 
REF: SANTIAGO 7469 

1. CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS NAMED A SUBSTITUTE ("PRO") GRAND 
CHANCELLOR FOR THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY IN SANTIAGO TO REPLACE 
RAUL CARDINAL SILVA WHO "SUSPENDED" HIMSELF FROM THE POSI- 
TION ON OCT 25. AS NOTED REFTEL, CARDINAL SILVA HAD DETER- 
MINED NOT TO CONFRONT GOC ON BASIC QUESTION OF WHO IS TO RUN 
CATHOLIC UNIV. AND REMOVED HIMSELF FROM DIRECT INVOLVEMENT 
BY STEPPING OUT OF ROLE AS GRAND CHANCELLOR. 

2. NEW PRO-GRAND CHANCELLOR NAMED IN CHURCH DECREE DEC 5 
IS MONSENOR JORGE MEDINA ESTEVEZ, CHILEAN PRIEST WITH EXTEN- 
SIVE BACKGROUND IN ACADEMIC AFFAIRS. HE HAS BEEN PROFESSOR 
AT CATHOLIC UNIV. ACCORDING PRESS, MEDINA IS PRESENTLY IN 
ROME. 

3. COMMENT. AS NOTED IN REFTEL. CHURCH AND CARDINAL ARE 
UNWILLING AT PRESENT TO PROVOKE OPEN BATTLE WITH GOC 
OVER CONTROL OF UNIVERSITY. APPOINTMENT OF MEDINA INTER- 
POSES LAYER OF INSULATION BETWEEN GOC-APPOINTED RECTOR OF 
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CATHOLIC U. AND CARDINAL HIMSELF, THUS PRESUMABLY REDUCING 
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CHANCES FOR DIRECT, FIRST-INSTANCE GOC-CHURCH CONFRONTATION. 
INDICATION OF UNDERLYING TENSION IS STATEMENT IN CHURCH DECREE 
THAT MEDINA WILL HOLD JOB "AS LONG AS NO OTHER ARRANGEMENT IS 
MADE." 
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